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works. There is evidence of an artistic literary sense which has guided 
the historian's pen. Mr. Freeman's ideas of William the Conqueror are 
too familiar to need comment. They are put here in the author's best 
style. Mrs. Green's treatment of Henry II does full justice to that high- 
tempered, hard-headed and industrious monarch. She is as thoroughly 
convinced of his importance to English history as Mr. Freeman is of 
William's. Witness two rather conflicting statements, by Mr. Freeman 
(page 2) and Mrs. Green (page 1) respectively: 

That the history of England for the last eight hundred years has been 
what it has been has largely come of the personal character of a single man 
[William, of course] . 

The history [of the English people] as we know it and the mode of gov- 
ernment which has actually grown up among us is in fact due to the genius 
of the great king by whose will England was guided from 11 54 to 1189. 

Mr. Gairdner's characterization of the first Tudor sovereign is rather 
more favorable to Henry's personal attractiveness than that generally 
current. This monograph, like Mrs. Green's, derives a delicious flavor 
from the quaint sayings of the old chroniclers with which it is occa- 
sionally embellished. 

Excellent paper and print give an additional charm to what must be 
pronounced so far a delightful and valuable series. 

W. A. D. 



La ve'rite' sur I 'expedition du Mexique, d'apres les documents 
inedits de Ernest Louet, payeur en chef du corps expeditionnaire : 
Rive d' Empire. Troisieme Edition. i2mo, vii, 338 pp. — L' Empire 
de Maximilien. Troisieme Edition. 339 pp. Par Paul Gaulot. 
Paris, Paul Ollendorff, 1 889-1 890. 

The story has often been told of the astounding scheme of Napoleon 
III to establish a foreign prince upon the throne of Mexico, and by 
means of French arms and diplomacy to turn the tide of civilization 
and commerce in favor of the Latin races and to the particular advan- 
tage of the Emperor of the French. Comte de Keratry, who served 
in Mexico under Bazaine and resigned, in 1865, when he saw the true 
character of the expedition, shortly afterwards wrote a series of articles 
for the Revue contemporaine which attracted great attention on account 
of his disclosures and the scope of his views. These articles were put 
in book form in 1867. The following year Clement Duvernois pub- 
lished a volume called L' Intervention Fran^aise au Mexique, which in 
fact was but little more than a well-edited text of the most important 
documents then known in connection with the expedition. The first 
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thoroughly historical treatment of the subject was given in two octavo 
volumes, published in 1869, called Historia de la Intervention Fran- 
cesa, by E. Lefevre, editor of the Tribune de Mejico. Lefevre cov- 
ered the whole period of Mexican independence and brought plainly 
into view the traits of the factions whose violent contentions ultimately 
became the occasion of intervention. He was also the first to use 
extensively the archives which were left by Maximilian. Although mani- 
festing the influence of contemporary feeling, his volumes investigated 
the whole field so well that but few mysteries remained in it. 

The volumes which are the subject of this notice appear under pecu- 
liar circumstances. Ernest Louet, who was in Mexico as paymaster to 
the corps expeditionnaire, conceived the idea of writing a complete 
history of the intervention on the basis of all the facts which could be 
gathered from the known official and private documents and from all 
the obtainable private correspondence of those who were prominent in 
the movement. His exhaustive search was rewarded by the discovery 
of many confidential letters of Napoleon III, of his Minister of War, 
Randon, of the Emperor Maximilian, and of others. Thus he was the 
first to hear all the evidence in the great case in diplomacy. Unfortu- 
nately Louet died before the literary part of his task was completed. 
Paul Gaulot has undertaken to finish the work. Under these circum- 
stances it would not be fair to hold either of the writers responsible for 
the final product, or even for any particular part of it; for there is 
nothing to indicate where the work of the one ended and that of the 
other began. 

The main justification for the publication in its present form is that 
it contains a number of important documents which otherwise might 
long remain unknown to students of this period. This new material, 
however, makes no very startling revelations ; its chief value consists in 
the corroboration it affords to some of the most damaging inferences 
of Napoleon's keenest contemporary critics. As is well known, Napoleon 
continued to reiterate to the United States, throughout the entire period 
of intervention, that he had no desire to interfere with the people of 
Mexico in the formation of a government. Of course no one believed 
that he was sincere. Here we are furnished with copies of his confi- 
dential correspondence in which he gives his military and diplomatic 
representatives specific instructions as to how to proceed to form a 
government in order to satisfy certain purposes of his own. A single 
sentence from a letter of September 12, 1863, to General Bazaine is 
only one of many similar cases : " Quoi-qu'il y ait un gouvernement 
provisoire, mesure indispensable (afin d'&oigner la pens6e que je voulais 
garder le Mexique), le general francais a le devoir de tant empecher ou 
de tant decider par son influence." {Rive d 'Empire, page 168.) In fact 
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nothing was left to the decision of the Mexican people, and even Maxi- 
milian constantly remained a creature of Napoleon's shifting plans. 

Maximilian is treated in these volumes in a very philosophical spirit ; 
so that although his weaknesses are apparent, one cannot but sympa- 
thize with his fine sentiments and with the high purposes of his reign. 
Except in the first part of the earlier volume, the character of Napoleon 
has not been painted in colors that are sufficiently strong and positive. 
The reactionary and impractical struggles of the Clerical party, vigor- 
ously assisted by the Pope, are described with fulness and perspicacity. 
Unfortunately the authors seem to have given no special study to the 
diplomatic relations which France had with both the United States and 
the Confederate States in connection with the occupation of Mexico. 
As a third volume, Fin d' Empire, is promised, it is to be hoped that 
these relations — which were of the first importance to the diplomacy 
and to the ultimate success or failure of Napoleon's scheme — will not be 
left to the few pages of general description given in the volumes already 
published. 

Frederic Bancroft. 



